
Our mission is to create mindfulness around food waste and
the recycling process via composting and soil education. 



Building Mindful Waste Management



Business - $25/month 18g or      

$50/month 32g roll cart 

Residential - $15/month

Community Food Scraps Bins -   

$Free Bicycle Powered!



Elementary School,   High Schools, 
Alternative schools,   MSU & Drury,  

Community Gardens (SCG)



1st Bin location-   Otts Pasta @ Cherry and 
Pickwick

2nd Bin location-   C-Street : in progress

3rd Bin location-   Downtown : in progress

No Financial Barriers Access!

Private business property needed



Goal is to guide other 
groups to becoming more 

sustainable.

James River Basin, Ozark 
Greenways, Springfield 

Community Gardens.



aand





How long does it take 
for a Lettuce head to 
decompose in a 
Landfill?



25 YEARS!
Backyard composting 
of a lettuce head takes 

1-2 weeks. 



● Food in Landfill creates 
Methane, 84x more potent 

than CO2

● CARBON 
SEQUESTRATION

is a solution to Global 
warming

● Marin Carbon Project in 
California



Springfield produces 660 
tons of waste per day.

12% of that is food waste.

Equivalent to 40 cars per 
day going to the landfill!



On a National Level 
51% of waste is 
compostable and 21% 
of that is FOOD 
SCRAPS!

Composting can make a difference and it starts with you.





We have to Close the Food Loop, if we want a Sustainable Future



Compost is the decomposition of 
organic matter in an aerobic 
(oxygen) setting. It is the natural 
recycling process that gives life 
and energy back to the Earth. 

           What is Compost?









https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B2yjhNcwAeizdEh6bXFUbnZobmxnWGJWRHNjeUhBUnFRTVF3/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B2yjhNcwAeizdEh6bXFUbnZobmxnWGJWRHNjeUhBUnFRTVF3/preview




❖ Improves heavy clay soils 

❖ Binding soil particles also helps 
improve aeration, root penetration 
and water infiltration and reduces 
crusting of the soil surface.

❖ In sandy soils, additional organic 
matter helps with nutrient and water 
retention. 

❖ Compost increases the activity of soil 
microorganisms 

“The following comes from the Institute for Local Self-Reliance (www.ilsr.org), a 
national nonprofit organization working to strengthen local economies, and redirect 
waste into local recycling, composting, and reuse industries. It is reprinted here with 
permission.” 

http://www.ilsr.org/
http://www.ilsr.org/


Compost adds fungal hyphae 
along with other beneficials 

to the soil to help fight 
against root feeding 

nematodes, disease, and 
pests.  

Synthetic fertilizers and over 
working the soils kill the 
microorganisms breaking 

the natural defense shields 
for plants and soil life. 



How to Build a Composting Area 
aand







Materials Needed to Start Composting at Home
➢ Pallets- Recycled and Heat Treated 
➢ Chicken Wire
➢ Cardboard
➢ Mulch, paper, and/or leaves (carbon)

➢ Pitch Fork
➢ Compost Thermometer- optional but 

recommended

➢ Compost Bin/bucket
➢ Countertop compost container

➢ Friendly reminder on your fridge to check 
and turn your compost pile



★ 4x4x4

★ Location

★ Cardboard barrier

★ Materials cut to 6” or 

smaller

★ Layering 4-8” with C 

and N, can add soil

★ Watering

★ Regular Turning

★ Check Temperature







50% moisture





It’s great to use 
recycled materials. 





Not Recommended, Why?



Air
Move-
ment
Is
Key!!





● Check Temp in three 
different locations

● Check Often- it’s fun

● ReoTemp Compost 
thermometer- Amazon $20

135-160 degrees F 
3-5 days





● Turning required for hot compost 

● Turning adds oxygen and fuels 

decomposition

● Finish product is healthier and 

available sooner

● Turn once a week if you can or 

every other week

● Allows for you to check on materials 

in pile and fix things if needed



Aerated Static 
Pile

● Large 
amount of 
materials

● Farms
● No turning 

needed
● More costly 

up front
● Electricity 

needed





Windrow Style Composting: Used for bigger amounts of materials and farm settings



Good setup for Farms BUT-- Needs to be turned often to incorporate oxygen.
Concrete can have chemicals that leach into compost over time.







Making Compost Cool Again is Very Simple
❖ Always cover food scraps with carbon 

and a biocover or tarp!
➢ Keeps unwanted bugs and animals 

out
❖ Keeping the pile at the right 

temperatures
➢ Nothing above 160 degrees

■ Starts killing good bacteria 
and N loss

➢ 131-160 for 3-5 days
■ Best temp to kill seeds, and 

diseases
■ Insures healthy compost

Don’t forget to make 
time to TURN your pile

& Check Moisture



Diagnosing Problems and Knowing the Solutions

➔ The pile has a bad odor.

➔ No composting seems to be 
taking place

➔ Not hot enough but moist 
enough.

➔ Moist enough and smells fine but 
not enough decomposition. . .

Problems Solutions

➔ Pile may be too wet, too tight 
or too much Nitrogen. Turn 
pile and add dry carbon.

➔ Moisten the pile while turning 
and add Nitrogen.

➔ Pile maybe too small and 
not enough Nitrogen

➔ Not enough Nitrogen to fuel the 
decomposition. Feed pile fresh 
green material



Need Red Wigglers

Can not feed acid or 
citrus

Temperature

Air and room to 
move

Bedding material

Vermicompost





Bokashi Composting

● Indoor composting
● Fermentation
● Drain off liquid
● Can compost 

everything- including 
meats, dairy, bones

● Pricey
● Has a capacity
● Still need to compost 

leftovers



● Weed suppressor
● 1-2 inch application
● Use CURED compost
● Used as a Mulch



Happy Composting!!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqDQD8cvO5Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqDQD8cvO5Y


www.springfieldcompostcollective.org
sgfcompostcollective@gmail.com


